246                                           The Sunny Hours
PIR KHAN was the first to awake. As he rubbed
his eyes and returned to full consciousness a familiar
sound fell upon his hearing. He glanced towards
the lorry but he could not believe what he saw.
Alannah and her family were resolutely en-
sconced in the vehicle ! Aimlessly conversing to-
gether, they resembled passengers waiting patiently
for a bus to start.
Pir Khan gave a loud and not very decorous
exclamation and prodded his two recumbent
companions.
"Do you see what I see ?" he shouted, blinking
his eyes as the couple awakened slowly.
"Its the monkeys come back !" cried the driver
incredulously. Pir Khan then lost his temper.
"Get them out quickly! Maroon them!" he
shouted to the other two.
But Alannah and her mates were having none
of it: they adopted a hostile attitude from the
start; they bated their teeth menacingly and
presented a stout, united front, chattering polemi-
cally all the while. The assistant was lucky to
escape with his fingers intact------
It was dark when the lorry returned to the
Collector's bungalow. Its arrival had not passed
unnoticed, and within ten minutes a crowd had
gathered. The word went round rapidly that the
monkeys and Pir Khan were back. Hanuman
Ki Jai ! A tremendous din arose. It seemed as
if Alannah and her family were good-naturedly
acknowledging the crowd's ovation. Then sud-
denly, a large car appeared at the gate of the com-